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In the e-Era

Dr. A. P. Jayaraman

England 1890s. George Johnstone Stoney coined the word @
electron. Joseph John Thomson discovered the particle bearing that
name. A new era of electronics dawned. Electronics entered into the very core of our
life.

| rang up my colleague professor in Singapore seeking a slot change for my lecture. He
told me to speak to him electronically. | sent an email and promptly he replied.

| am a laggard. When | retired from service | was electronically vulnerable. | had a
techsaavy PA who did everything for me. His competence nursed my incompetence.
Communication by email and use of MS Office stared me in my face and made faces at
me. | had to make my power point presentations on a daily basis for my lectures. My
slides should not be academically anemic in the fiercely competitive private university
world. My daughter taught me and | secured my survival kit.

Later with mindboggling advancements in mobile technology, my grandson taught me
the nuances of iphone 6 and | leaped forward. | learned to file e-returns, to read e-books
and to scan e-magazines. | teach supply chain management and | listen to MOOCs*
from worthier professors than me and reconfigure my lectures. | passed online
examinations. | am today a responsive netizen. Of all the magazines | get, | like
eSkeptic. E magazines and e journals have come of age. There were those who argue
that a hard copy is a must for their reading. | too thought so some time before but do
not do so now.

Writing an article takes time. You gather the material. Store it in your mind and process
it. Write it up. Edit yourself which involves rewriting. You fold the sheets, put them in an
envelope and send it to the editor by registered post. Then wait with heightened blood
pressure and bated breath for the magazine to come to you by snail mail. That was the
traditional supply chain.

Today you word process your stuff. You can have your graphics. You can make it print
ready and email to your friendly editor of e magazine.

*MOOC - Massive Open Online Courses



(Boagoo

A word of caution. Time was when originality could be claimed and one could bask in
that glory hiding the source. Today you are vulnerable as antiplagiarism software will
expose you including your autoplagiarism.

1950s. | was a student in Vaniyamkualam High School in Palakkad district. | was made
the editor of the School Manuscript Magazine. Like the new bride sweeping well, |
garnered as many inputs as | could. As contributions were few in English, Malayalam
Pundit was the teacher in charge. He congratulated me for the quality and quantity of
inputs | have managed to arrange.

He pulled out a poem from the manuscript file. | had persuaded a fair friendly girl to
compose a poem. He read out:

“@RH:EMOO@AID) BN MIGOBD ato )
BBLAMND M@ )@ ()@ BNV 25HaPI0”

“Truly great. But, sadly Vyloppilly Sreedhara Menon had already composed it earlier
than your friend.”

New generation editors are more knowledgeable and more widely read than me. They
are also supported by antiplagiarism software.

| sincerely appreciate this aesthetic endeavour of TTFAC to launch the e-magazine
‘Aksharam’ as an early adopter. | trust this will be a path breaker and pacesetter for
other social organizations. | wish all success to the beautiful minds behind this e-project.
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Melancholic Melody
Abhishek Nair

Walking down the dreaded white hallways
| hear screams of agony and despair.
A sea of glazed eyes looked up at me, watching my every move.
Their woeful faces morphed into that of curiosity,
As | picked up my guitar
Strumming the first few notes of a song of hope,
We sang to them, trying to lift up their hearts.

They smiled a small smile, but oh!

Deep inside me, | knew those smiles were but a mere mask,
A mask, purely to hide their sorrows and an inevitable fate.
Startling us all, a new voice joined us,

His voice, shaky yet gaining strength
Maybe his soul did too!

His voice resonated in the hallway,

Other sounds fading away
Lifting up the spirits of those around him too.

A feeling of déja vu washed over me
For the thrill that was spreading inside
Reminiscent to that felt by little children,
When they'd witness the magical trick of a dove -
flying away out of the magician’s hat.

This was but a tiny little bead of miracle
Those genuine smiles of few moments // .
Opened my blind eyes to a whole new world /

| realised then that,
They might have lost their silver lining of hope,

N * o A
. oI . N~ o ®

*Rotaract Club of Ruia College conducted an event where we were taken to a third stage cancer hospice in Bandra.
The events name was ‘Santa for a Cause’ as it took place on 25th and 26th December 2016. We were singing songs
with them and talking to them from morning to evening.
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Our Winter Guests
Nandana Menon

| was spending a rather boring vacation this year. Most of my friends had
gone to their native places for spending the holidays. But | could not go
anywhere because my brother was having his examinations. Seeing my plight,
my father offered to take me to watch flamingos at Karave, Nerul.

| was not much fascinated by his offer because he had taken me for flamingo watch at Sewri
last year. Flamingo watch at Sewri is a very popular event attracting a lot of ornithologists
including many foreigners. But our experience was disappointing. We were able to see these
flamingos only at a distance. Moreover, the journey to that spot was very tiresome.

My father explained to me that Karave is near Nerul and is much closer to Anushaktinagar. He
promised me that it would really be an exciting experience. Half-heartedly | agreed.

~ We started our journey by Mumbai — Panvel highway. We
travelled straight till Vashi. Then followed Palm Beach road
and took a right turn at INS Chanakya. There my father’s
friend Ravi Uncle and his son Arun were waiting for us who
later guided us in our exploration.

As we proceeded further,
the scenario changed drastically. The road became a less
travelled one. Quiet, lonely and full of greenery, unlike the
busy and noisy roads of Mumbai. We reached a picturesque §
spot of mangrove trees, marshy land and thick vegetation. ?
There was also a natural lake with a lot of birds. We did not g
feel that we were in Mumbai!

Being a Sunday morning, the place had quite a few visitors. By seeing the cameras and
binoculars they carried, it was evident that they were serious bird lovers. The way they behaved
also was different from normal picnickers.
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We ventured further north by the side of INS Chanakya, where there was -
a long narrow bridge leading to a quay. We had a nice walk by this 200 m
bridge which took us to a boat jetty, opening to the creek. We could see
BARC on the other side of the creek. On the south, the Nhava- Sheva port & -
and Uran were clearly visible.

As soon as we reached, a huge flock of flamingoes came flying from Uran == ool
side and landed on the shallow water just in front of us. It was a really wonderful sight!
Standing there, we got a rare opportunity to watch them very closely.

Flamingoes travel all the way from Rann of Kutch to Mumbai’s
mudflats to escape from the harsh winter there. Every year
these winter guests reach Mumbai and make our city their home
till the onset of monsoon. The relatively calmer surroundings
make Karave mudflats a preferred location for them. Besides,
the shallow waters of Karave provide them sufficient food - fish,
algae and small insects.

Around Mumbai, mainly two varieties of flamingoes are found
— greater and lesser. At Karave, we spotted plenty of greater
flamingoes. They are large birds with cream coloured beaks.
Greater flamingoes are about 120 to 150 cm tall and weigh
around 3.5 kg. Their close cousins, lesser flamingoes are smaller
in size with a height upto 80 cm and weight 2.5 kg. They have
red coloured beaks. Flamingoes have flexible necks that help
them to bend downwards to eat.

We spent hours watching these marvelous creatures. Their majestic gait, graceful look and swift
movements filled our hearts.

It was 1’0 clock in the afternoon. The sun was blazing
® and we were hungry. Reluctantly, we decided to return.
" Coming home, my father suggested me to gather some
more information about flamingos and write an article
about them in the forthcoming issue of Aksharam.

Photo courtesy: Arun Nair, Nerul
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Before I leave...

Lakshmi Sandeep

Before | leave...
| wanted to wipe the tears off...
Before | leave...
I wanted to smell the flowers
Before | leave...
| wanted to dance with the grasses
Before | leave...
| wanted to walk in the rain
Before | leave...
| wanted to light the lamp of Love
Before | leave...
I wanted to kill 'me’...
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